Introduction
. . . the only thing to do is to return to the primary evidence and help it to speak for itself . . . (Boardman 2001, 34) .
It is surely not necessary, here, to stress the importance of the Greek colonisation movement 1 whose long-term consequences are today more evident than ever, in a world in which Western concepts and material culture are spreading rapidly and, as it seems, unstoppably, around the globe. Yet, the process itself, its characteristics and above all its causes are still far from clear and continue to be the matter of a vivid debate.
* I should like to thank Gocha Tsetskhladze for inviting me to participate in this monumental and long-overdue project, and to express my warmest thanks to him as well as to Derek Harrison and Elodie Paillard for their most useful comments on a fi rst draft of this chapter and for saving me from numerous errors. In the discussion of the archaeological evidence I have adopted, for simplicity's sake, the traditional chronology, fully aware of the fact that it rests on very shaky and rudimentary foundations. 
jean-paul descoeudres

Ancient Sources and Modern Terminology
The main diffi culty lies of course in the fact that this colonial expansion started well before Greek historiography developed, which means that we possess virtually no contemporary written information about it. True, 'Homer' (if we accept the dating of the society described in his epics around 800 B.C.) 2 mentions the foundation of Rhodes in the Iliad (2. 661-670) and that of Scheria in the Odyssey (6. 7-11), but both stories are set in a mythical past, and can hardly be taken as refl ecting a historical reality. 3 That neither Hesiod nor Archilochos tell us much about colonisation is particularly disappointing, since both knew from personal experience what emigration meant: Hesiod's father had come to Askra from Cyme/Cumae on the Aeolian coast (probably around the middle of the 8th century) (Opera et Dies 633-640), and Archilochos, of Parian origin, participated himself in the founding of Thasos (around the middle of the 7th century). 4 Both allude in passing to aspects pertaining to emigration and repeatedly mention hunger and poverty as the main reason for which people decide to leave their homes, 5 but neither provides explicit or general information about the colonisation movement.
Such information does not become available until much later: the very word which we translate as 'colonisation', ἀποικία, 6 is attested for the fi rst time in the early 5th century, as is the term that designates the founder of a 'colony', the οἰκιστήρ or οἰκιστής, 7 and it is not until the second half of the same century that Herodotus and Thucydides include in their works more extensive discussions concerning the colonisation movement. However, since neither of them deals systematically with the phenomenon, one has to reconstruct the picture from numerous dispersed fragments which, without exception, concern individual
